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WHY Jesus TAUGHT IN PARABLES

o one ever taught like Jesus
Ndid (John 7:46)! When He

taught people, He often em-
ployed parables. By doing so, He ful-
filled Old Testament prophecy (Psalm
78:2;49:4). Jesus was neither the first
nor last person in history to teach via
parables, but He used them in an un-
paralleled, masterful way. Depending
on how one classifies the stories told
by Jesus, the New Testament records
some thirty to forty of His parables.
They truly were an important aspect
of His teaching. God wants us to be
blessed by them.

The main Greek word from which
we get our English word “parable” is
parabole, which means: “a placing of
one thing by the side of another, jux-
taposition, as of ships in battle...
metaphorically a comparing, compar-
ison of one thing with another, like-
ness, similitude” [Thayer, word #385].

A parable was a story, an earthly
story. But it was different from a com-
mon story in that within the para-
ble/story there was a spiritual
meaning. In His parables, the Christ
took a well-known or common occur-
rence, or at least one which could have
happened, and placed beside it a spir-
itual meaning. It is clear, then, that
parables were symbolic language. But
why?

Why did the Master teach in
parables? We are not the first to won-
der about that. His disciples once
asked Him, “Why speakest thou unto
them in parables” (Matt. 13:10)?

At times, Jesus used parables
to answer questions. For instance,
one man who tried to justify himself
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asked the Christ, “Who is my neigh-
bor” (Luke 10:29). In response to that
inquiry, Jesus told him a story that we
call the Parable of the Good Samari-
tan (Luke 10:30-37). Jesus used that
story to open the man’s eyes to the
need to love and show compassion to
all people.

Jesus spoke in parables to re-
veal the truth, to make the truth
plain to those who really sought
to find and follow it. As part of
Jesus’ answer to the disciples’ ques-
tion about why He taught in parables,
He told them, “But blessed [are] your
eyes, for they see: and your ears, for
they hear. For verily I say unto you,
That many prophets and righteous
[men] have desired to see [those
things] which ye see, and have not seen
[them]; and to hear [those things]
which ye hear, and have not heard
[them]” (Matt. 13:16,17). We recall
that Jesus taught that one who
hungers and thirsts for righteousness
will be filled (Matt. 5:6). Jesus plainly
set forth the value of God’s kingdom
in the Parable of the Hidden Treasure
and the Pearl of Great Price (Matt.
13:44-46).

It is also true that Jesus used
parables in order to conceal the
truth from the hard-hearted or
those who would abuse it. When
Isaiah proclaimed God’s word, he
faced people with a prejudiced/dis-
honest heart. The same thing hap-
pened with the Christ when He
taught: “And in them is fulfilled the
prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By
hearing ye shall hear, and shall not
understand; and seeing ye shall see,

and shall not perceive: For this peo-
ple’s heart is waxed gross, and [their]
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes
they have closed; lest at any time they
should see with [their] eyes and hear
with [their] ears, and should under-
stand with [their] heart, and should
be converted, and I should heal them”
(Matt. 13:14,15). God wants all to be
saved (1 Tim. 2:4), and because of His
marvelous love, Jesus came to save
the sinful world (Luke 19:10). Yet, the
reality is, many people do not have a
love for the truth (2 Thess. 2:10-12).
Remember that some loved the
Christ, but others hated Him and His
message. Thus, because of their rebel-
lious spirit, what some possessed
would be taken away from them
(Matt. 7:6; 13:12).

Furthermore, Jesus used para-
bles to help His listeners remem-
ber the lessons taught. If they
could remember the story, they ought
to be able to remember the truth that
was taught in it. Who could forget the
Parable of the Lost/Prodigal Son
(Luke 15:11-32)? And, who could for-
get the Parable of the Talents (Matt.
25:14-30)? Stories which painted such
a vivid picture could be recalled more
easily.

Another practical reason for our
Lord’s use of parables was this: He
spoke parables to cause His lis-
teners to understand and admit a
truth or principle before they re-
alized how it applied to them.
Parables caused people to admit the

(Continued on page 23)
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UNiTY IN DIVERSITY ERROR

Tvie Powell

ince the introduction of the
Smelodeon at Midway, Kentucky

in 1859, false teachers have,
“..by good words and fair speeches de-
ceive the hearts of the simple” (Rom.
16:18). Compromise and tolerance are
key factors that are characteristic of
those determined to destroy the pre-
cious church of our Lord. Slowly, and
with great determination, advocates
of various errors have worked tire-
lessly to promote their insidious false
doctrines. As the Sadducees and
Pharisees (who were bitter enemies),
banned together to accomplish their
ultimate goal (the death of Christ), so
false teachers today from various
camps have banned together to di-
gress from the old paths and com-
pletely turn the Lord’s church into a
denomination.

Brethren, there are more false
doctrines being taught today from
pulpits of those who wear the name
“church of Christ” than at any other
time. Some of these false doctrines in-
clude: faith only, grace only, the direct
operation of the Holy Spirit, false
views on marriage, divorce and re-
marriage, mechanical instruments of
music in worship and women elders,
deacons and preachers. Shocking as it
is, love for Christ and His glorious
body, the church, have been replaced
with pride, the praise of men, power
and money! It is easy to become very
discouraged, but we need to remem-
ber the words of Paul, “..let us not be
weary in well doing: for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal.
6:9). False teachers and those who tol-
erate their doctrines will reap what
they have sown (Gal. 6:7-8)!

The deep, fervent prayer of our
Lord for His followers is clearly
recorded in John 17:20-21: “Neither
pray I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me
through their word; That they all may
be one; as thou Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they also may be one in
us: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me.” The division in
Corinth was strongly condemned by
Paul (1 Cor. 1:10). The only reason
why unity cannot be achieved in the
religious world is because of man-
made doctrines!

As long as men are not willing to
lay aside their creeds, manuals, disci-
plines and catechisms, there will
never be true, biblical unity! The one
and only standard for religious unity
both in the Lord’s church as well as
the religious world is the inspired
word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1 Peter
4:11; Col. 3:17)!

Of course, there is such a thing
as being united in error. However, be-
cause people agree to set aside God’s
word and work together does not
mean God accepts them! On the con-
trary, He does not! One can shout
from the roof top how much they love
the Lord, but if they are not willing to
follow the Scriptures, it is evident
they do not love Him (Matt. 7:21-23;
John 14:15)!

As a matter of fact, God does not
accept any denominational church as
His! That, my friend, is not about
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truth first, and then they had to con-
sider what it had to do with them per-
sonally. The prophet Nathan used
such an approach in telling a story to
help King David see his guilt in his
dealings with Bathsheba (2 Sam.
12:1-6). One clear case in Jesus’
teaching is when He told the Parable
of the Wicked Vinedressers / Husband-
men (Matt. 21:33-46). After hearing
this story, the Jewish leaders properly
stated what should be done with the
people in that story who had done
wrongly. After their admission of that
truth (which actually pointed to their
own punishment), they had an “Oh,
no” moment: “... When the chief priests
and Pharisees had heard his para-
bles, they perceived that he spake of
them” (Matt. 21:45).

Jesus’ parables were amazing.
Rather than fear them, let us see
their great value in helping us un-
derstand the will of God for mankind.
Those who study them with an open
mind and desire to learn the truth
will be blessed immensely.

120 Fawn Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37412

right, that is absolutely right! While
such a frank, bold declaration may of-
fend and go against the grain of many
of my soft, compromising, worldly, un-
converted, lukewarm brethren, it nev-
ertheless is the truth! Furthermore,
this is where I stand, until proved
from Scripture, and will not be
moved, be it by flesh and blood or
close friends!

If there was ever a time when
the Lord needs men who truly love
Him, it is now!

P.O. Box 92
West Plains, MO 65775

CONTRIBUTIONS

(The following five contributions were
made in memory of Betty Lines)

John & Cynthia New..............c.......... $600
Donald & Betty Conn...........covevveeeen. $50
Tim & Virginia Howell........................ $50
Lane & Eva Ferrell,

Holly Jones, Jean Boiko ................ $30
Michael & Vickie Bouldin.................... $50
Clear Creek C/C, Corinth, MS ............ $50
Baker C/C, Baker; FL .........cciviivinns $25
Anonymous
Anonymous >
Wood C/C, Woodbury, TN .................... $50
Eddie & Linda Young...........c..cc........ $25
Harley & Norma Bonham............. 320
ADNONYIOUS ..o $50
Doug Brazzell suommmninsantunss $100
Neely’s Bend C/C, Madison, TN........$100
Bradford C/C, Bradford, TN................ $50
DelBrantley. .. conanamanniiiism $50
Tiftonia C/C, Chattanooga, TN.......... $100
ANONYIMOUS i iiiiiiiiniiiiiviiienamemmensaensssass $360
ADODTINOUE ssocs0svisssmmmmissiasmarnmz $100
Dortha J. Johnson........ocoocoeeveeeveeen... $20
Douglas C.Ward ..., $50
Jeff & Hillary Neal............................$500
ANONYMOUS . viconinnnininin
Anonymous ........c.occueueee..

Jean Ware..........cooooeeevveeeceeeeeen. $2

Arlington C/C, McMinnville, TN ........ $50
Tiftonia C/C, Chattanooga, TN......... $100

Del Braatley...civsammannnaaniini $50
Beginning Balance .................... $6,109.64
Contributions.............ccevi.. $2,880.00
Debits
Postage sannumnnasas $1,854.89
Supplies/nk......ovsnssig: $946.95
Ending Balance .........cccooon.... $6,187.80

NOTE: We have replaced our folding ma-
chine that was worn out when given to us
15 years ago. Also, an opportunity has
arisen to get a like-new printer for less
than half price. We have an equipment
fund to make repairs and/or purchase
new machines as needed. Thanks so much
for your prayers and financial support of
this great work



